
In this project our offer is to 
connect the University Libraries 
etc. and the information we 
provide through our website so 

that the librarians could first be 
exposed to outside professional 
world, secondly they could utilize 
the web site to record their 
professional views/
achievements so that outside 

professionals could exchange 

views with them.   

Librarians are in a culture of 
improving access to knowledge.  
As Librarians, we simply want 
people to be informed so that 

they could change themselves 
and / or change the institution 
they are encountered with. The 
web site is a window to show-
case essential information for 
our users. This is like a single 

library web site for all university 

ULA successfully launches its e-
Library campaign ôInformation 
for Improvementõ. The target 

beneficiaries of the Project areé 

1. Members of ULA, Sri Lanka  

2. All Librarians (local and Inter-

national) 

3. Users of all Universities in Sri 

Lanka 

libraries in Sri Lanka. In addition, 
we go to web 2.0 where our 
patrons are. We strive so that 
our users would thrive from the 

information we provide them.  
This would narrow down the gap 
between the librarians and the 
patrons. It will also eliminate 
misconceptions about librarians 
in the society, and improve li-

brariansõ image.  

Our goal is to popularize our 
website and associated ULA 
library 2.0 spaces such as ULA @ 
Ning, ULA in Wikipedia, etc. It 
specifically offers an opportunity 

for Sri Lankan Librarians to 
realise that they could make a 
òbetter dayó in professional life 
by exploiting our web site which 

is dynamic and innovative. 

 

Exposing ôInformation for Improvementõ to the World 

Achievers Colloquiumñ2008; Another Successful ULA Event 

The second Achievers Colloquium 
of ULA was held on Friday, 05th 
of December displaying valuable 
achievements obtained by 17 ULA 
members. It was a demonstra-
tion of great heights our Univer-
sity Librarians are reaching in 
the course of obtaining profes-

sional excellence.  

Mr.Harrison Perera, President 
ULA inaugurated the ceremony 

with a brief introduction.                

Dr. Jayantha Ratnasekara of 
IRQUE project of the University 
Grants Commission - the Chief 
Guest - mentioned how valuable 
research is for librarians. He 
stated that to better facilitate 
patrons for research, librarians 
themselves must have a re-

search background. 

Mrs Sumana Jayasuriya, Librar-
ian, University of Colombo and 

the Guest of Honour of the event  

Inside 

> Launching of the     

eLibrary marketing 

drive 

> Achievers Colloquium 

> Conferences 
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Dr.Ratnasekara addressing the 

event 

See p 1 and 3 for more information 



ULA eLibrary is active now! 

ULA eLibrary has a lot of infor-
mation resources including the 
Journal of University Librarians 
Association (JULA) and the 
newsletter, ULA News. All past 
issues of the journal and all 
available issues of the newslet-
ter were digitized. These made 
up around 1250 pages of digitized 

content. 

Demises 

A founder member of ULA, Mr. P. 
A. Piyasena, Retired Library 
Professional - University of 
Kelaniya passed away. Funeral 
took place at Boralla Cemetery 

on 31st January (Saturday) at 

4.30 p.m. 

Achievers Colloquium 2008 

Photos Uploaded 

Photographs of the Achievers 

Colloquium 2008 organised by 
ULA are available in the following 

address. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/

libworld 

ULA Editorõs Blog 

Read ULA Editorõs blog at the 

following link. 

http://www.ulasl.org/new/

blog/editor.html 

Publications Sub-Committee 

Dr. Ruwan Gamage (Convener) 

Ms. Shirani Dharmaratne 

Ms. Chitra Abeygunasekera 

Mr. T. Ramanan 

The Editor thanks the President, 
Secretary, and all the represen-
tatives for the help given in pre-

paring the news letter.  

Also, we would like to deliver our 
gratitude to all members who 
appreciated our previous work 
and brought forward construc-
tive criticisms over the newslet-

ter, and the web site. 

Some participants at the  

colloquiumé 

After the event, Mr.Jayatunga 
Amaraweera - Librarian, Bud-

dhist and Pali   University of Sri 
Lanka summarised everything to 

the President as follows.  

"Today's Colloquium is marvel-
ous...We learnt a lot. Our 
younger crowd is very innova-
tive. Their presentations are up 
to standards...We wish for their 

brilliant future". 

The photograph below shows 
Mrs.Sumana Jayasooriya, Guest 

of Honor delivering her speech.  

The complete list of topics of 

presentations is available on p4. 

stressed the importance of 
acquiring and getting acquaint-

ance with new technology for 

improving library services. 

Rapporteurs of the two presen-
tation sessions were 
Dr.Wathmanel Seneviratne, Li-
brarian, Open University of Sri 
Lanka, and Mrs. Sumana 
Jayasuriya, Librarian, University 

of Colombo. 

Wrapping up the event, the 
President announced the avail-
ability of another travel grant 

for a member to attend an Inter-
national Conference. Also he 
mentioned that ULA will conduct 
a workshop for Librarians on 
public presentation skills to 
further strengthen their profes-

sionalism. 

More than 40 library profession-

als attended the event. 

Page 2 ULA News 

Connect yourself toé. 

Travel Grants Available 

Achievers Colloquium... from page 1 

Announcements 

òTodayõs 

Colloquium is 

marvelouséWe 

learnt a lot. Our 

youngsters are 

very innovative. 

We wish for 

their brilliant 

futureó.  

- A Veteran 

Librarian 



ULA initiated the campaign of 
Information for Improvement 
through the web site for making 
information accessible to librari-
ans, and the user community of 
university librarians. Here is a 

structured description of the 

project. 

Project Coordinators: 

Dr. Ruwan Gamage (Editor) and 

Mr. Harrison Perera (President) 

Title of Marketing Campaign:  

Access to Knowledge for Profes-

sional Progress 

Slogan: Information for       

Improvement! 

(Just as the sun helps lotus to 

bloom, we plan to provide incen-
tives through the website for 
librarians to develop their pro-
fessionalism. Also, we expose 
sunny sides of our lives to the 

world at large) 

Summary of marketing     

project: 

GOAL: 

To popularize our website and 

associated library 2.0 spaces. 

OBJECTIVES: 

To motivate our members and 
non-members to enjoy 

òconnectivityó. 

To encourage our members to 
publish professional work, ex-

change views, explore what's 
happening in the outside profes-

sional universe. 

To make our website the one 
which makes the greatest impact 

on Sri Lankan Librarianship. 

To narrow down the gap between 

librarians and users. 

The specific offer  

The Project specifically offers an 

opportunity for Sri Lankan Li-
brarians to wake up from deep 
professional slumber to realise 
that they could make a òbetter 
dayó in professional life by ex-
ploiting our web site which is 
dynamic and innovative. After all, 

it is an eLibrary! 
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The web site provides 

quick access to current 

information 

It also gives access to  

fun tools such as   

eGreetings, Q&As, etc. 

What kind of contents does the ULA web site have? 

A Structured View of the Campaign of Information for Improvement 

òJust as the sun helps 

lotus to bloom, we 

plan to provide 

incentives through the 

website for librarians 

to develop their 

professionalism.ó 


